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commenced, and the first six weeks we lived in a tent.
It was midsummer, and the tent was in the daytime
intolerably hot The trees around gave little shelter,
they were chiefly pine; but we soon succeeded in putting
up booths, and in them, except when storms came on,
we were very comfortable during the heat of the day.
We were thankful when we exchanged our tent and
booths for our rough wooden house. In it we remained
two years and a half in tolerable comfort There were
two serious drawbacks. In the heavy rains the house
leaked in such a degree that there was scarcely a dry
spot in it; and, what was worse, the rats got into the open
roof, and by their active movements, especially at night,
were a great annoyance. Latterly the leakage was stopped,
but the rats were too strong for us, and could not be
dislodged Notwithstanding these inconveniences, when
we remembered the heat of the plains, during six months
. of the year, which we had endured, and our brethren
were continuing to endure, and contrasted the climate
there with the climate we were enjoying, we were never
tempted to murmur. We felt deeply thankful for the
Providence which had given us an abode in a country
where summer heat was only a little greater than in our
own, where there were no hot winds, where with windows
open we could be always comfortable in the hottest
weather, and where all around us was magnificent
scenery.
I have mentioned rats. In their division of common
rat and musk-rat, they are troublesome enough in the
plains, but they are a plague in the hills. They abound
in the fields, and are very hurtful to the crops. Not a
house is erected into which they do not manage to make
their way; but where a house is well built, and due care